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(57) Antibacterial compositions with activity against 
Ralstonia solanacearum having as their active ingredi- 
ent (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid or salts thereof can 



selectively inhibit the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum 
and suppress bacterial wilt dependably, even when 
used at relatively lower concentrations. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

s [0001] This invention relates to antibacterial compositions with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum. Bacterial 
wilt, which affects tomatoes, egg plants, green peppers, tobacco plants, Japanese radishes, strawberries and the like, 
is a kind of bacterial disease caused by Ralstonia solanacearum. Ralstonia solanacearum is known for its very high 
rate of spreading, and exhibits very strong secondary invasion. Thus, the bacterial wilt caused thereby can be a source 
of severe damage, particularly for greenhouse cultivation and repeated cultivation. This invention relates to antibacterial 

10 compositions capable of dependably suppressing such bacterial wilt even when used at a low concentration. 

[0002] Conventional methods of suppressing bacterial wilt include disinfection by solar radiation, root growth restric- 
tion by means of sheets, and grafting on resistant cultivars as rootstocks. However, these conventional methods achieve 
insufficient suppression of bacterial wilt. Use of disinfectants has also been attempted, but disinfectants, besides sup- 
pressing bacterial wilt, also have harmful effects, not only to the plants and the soil but also to the workers. In view of 

15 the above, Japanese Patent Publication Tokkai 7-228502 disclosed the use of synthetic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid and 
its salts in antibacterial compositions capable of suppressing Ralstonia solanacearum. These compositions have the 
desirable characteristic of being capable of selectively inhibiting the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum, which is the 
cause of bacterial wilt, and hence suppressing bacterial wilt, without having significant ill effects. However, 3-(3-indolyl)- 
butanoic acid and its salts, when synthesised according to the prior art, have the disadvantage that they must be used 

20 at a relatively high concentration in order to selectively inhibit the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0003] It is therefore an object of this invention to provide antibacterial compositions capable of selectively suppress- 
es jng the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum even when used at a relatively low concentration. 

[0004] This invention is based on the present inventors' discovery that the 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid synthesised 
according to the prior art is a racemic mixture containing both enantiomers: (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid (which is 
the S enantiomer of 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid) and (R)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid (which is the R enantiomer of 3- 
(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid), and that it is the former of these two that has the significant chemical effect of selectively 
30 inhibiting the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum and is hence capable of dependably suppressing bacterial wilt, even 
when used at a relatively low concentration, without having significant ill effects 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

35 [0005] This invention relates to antibacterial compositions with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum, of which the 
active component is substantially (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1 ) given below or salts thereof: 




so [0006] 3-(3-lndolyl)-butanoic acid as synthesised according to the prior art is a racemic mixture which contains as 
enantiomers both the aforementioned (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1) given above and {R)-S- 
(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (2) given below: 



55 
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CH 3 

5 COOH 

Formula (2) 



10 

[0007] As will be shown below more in detail, (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid given by Formula (1) above can be 
obtained by a process comprising the following three steps: 

15 (1) a First Step wherein a condensation product of Meldrum's acid and acetaldehyde is caused to undergo an 

addition reaction with indole to obtain a reaction product; 

(2) a Second Step wherein the reaction product obtained in the First Step is dissolved in a mixture of pyridine and 
alcohol, copper is added thereto and a decarboxylation reaction is effected by heating under reflux, to afford a 
racemic mixture of esters of 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid; and 
20 (3) a Third Step wherein the esters obtained in the Second Step are subjected to an enzymatic resolution using a 

lipase which is capable of selectively hydrolysing esters of (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid contained in the afore- 
mentioned racemic mixture of esters obtained in the Second Step, to afford (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid sub- 
stantially as a single enantiomer. 

25 [0008] Examples of salts of (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1 ) include those of alkali metals such 
as potassium and sodium, those of alkali earth metals such as calcium and magnesium, and ammonium salts. 
[0009] As will be described below in more detail, (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1) and its salts 
are more effective in selectively preventing the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum than are (/^^-(S-indolylJ-butanoic 
acid or its salts, and also more effective than racemic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid (or its salts) which is a mixture of 

30 these two, and hence can dependably suppress bacterial wilt even at a low concentration without causing significant 
ill effects. 

[0010] Embodiments of this invention may be considered to include the following: 

(1) antibacterial compositions with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum having (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid 
35 shown by Formula (1 ) as the active component; 

(2) antibacterial compositions with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum having the sodium salt of (S)-3-(3-in- 
dolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1) as the active component; and 

(3) antibacterial compositions with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum having an ammonium salt of (S)-3- 
(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown by Formula (1) as the active component. 

40 

[0011] The invention will be further explained by means of the following Examples: 
Example 1 

45 [0012] Indole (3g) and Meldrum's acid (4.43g) were dissolved in acetonitrile (30ml), and acetaldehyde (purified im- 
mediately before use by distillation) was added in two portions of 3ml each, the first portion at the start of the reaction 
and the second portion 2 hours later, the reaction mixture being maintained at 30°C for 6 hours with stirring. After 
removal of the solvent by distillation at reduced pressure, the residue was dissolved in a mixture of pyridine (30ml) 
and ethanol (3ml), then copper particles (150mg) were added ; and the reaction mixture was maintained at reflux for 6 

50 hours. After filtration of the reaction mixture, the filtrate was acidified (while monitoring the pH) by addition of 2N hy- 
drochloric acid, and extracted with ether. The ethereal extracts were washed with water, dried with anhydrous magne- 
sium sulfate, and the solvent was removed by distillation under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by silica 
gel column chromatography (gel: Wakogel C-200 (trade mark of a product of Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.); 
solvent: hexane/ethyl acetate = 5/1) to afford 2.25g of the ethyl ester of racemic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid. A 1/1 

55 mixture of ethanol (20ml) and 10% aqueous potassium hydroxide solution (20ml) was added to this ethyl ester of 
racemic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid (2.25g), and, after heating at reflux for 6 hours, the mixture was evaporated to 
dryness to afford a solid residue. Water was added to this hardened dry substance, and the aqueous mixture was 
washed with ether. After decolonization by heating with active charcoal, the mixture was filtered to remove the active 



Of- 



3 



EP0 935 918 A1 



charcoal. Upon acidification of the decolorized solution with 2N hydrochloric acid there were obtained 1 .85g of crystals 
of racemic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid. 

Example 2 

5 

[0013] The ethyl ester of racemic 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid produced in Example 1 (53.6mg) was dissolved in 0.1 M 
acetic acid buffer solution (pH=5) containing 10% terf-butanol. Lipase AK (1 .5g; trade mark of a product of Amano 
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.). was added to this solution, and the mixture maintained at 55°C for 24 hours with stirring. 
The reaction mixture was filtered through celite, then the filtrate was acidified (while monitoring the pH) by addition of 

10 1 N hydrochloric acid, and extracted with ethyl acetate. The organic extracts were dried with anhydrous sodium sulfate, 
and the solvent was then removed by distillation under reduced pressure. The residue was separated by means of a 
silica gel column (gel: Wakogel). First, by elution with a mixture of dichloromethane/ethyl acetate = 9/1 as solvent, was 
obtained 13.4mg of the ethyl ester of (R)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid, not hydrolysed by Lipase AK. Next, by elution 
with a mixture of dichloromethane/ethyl acetate = 1/1 as solvent, was obtained 13.4mg of (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic 

15 acid. The enantiomeric purity of the (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid obtained, as determined by a high performance 
liquid chromatography (HPLC) method, was 99%. 

Example 3 

20 [001 4] The ethyl ester of (fl)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid obtained in Example 2 above (1 3mg), was dissolved in 0. 1 M 
phosphoric acid buffer (pH = 7.3) containing 10% tert-butanol. Porcine liver esterase (62mg; obtained from Sigma- 
Aldrich Co.) was added to this solution, and the mixture maintained at 30°C for 24 hours with stirring. The reaction 
mixture was filtered, and then the filtrate was acidified (while monitoring the pH) by addition of 1 N hydrochloric acid, 
and extracted with ethyl acetate. The organic extracts were washed with water and dried with anhydrous sodium sulfate, 

25 and then the solvent was removed by distillation under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by silica gel column 
chromatography (gel: Wakogel C-200; solvent: dichloromethane/ethyl acetate 1/1) to afford 7mg of (f?)-3-(3-indolyl)- 
butanoic acid. Its enantiomeric purity, as determined by an HPLC method, was 99%. 

Example 4 

30 

[0015] By the minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) method (which will be described in detail below), the antibac- 
terial activities against Ralstonia solanacearum strain 1 of the racemic mixture, the S enantiomer and the f? enantiomer 
of 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid, obtained in Examples 1, 2 and 3 described above respectively, were measured. The 
results are shown in Table 1 below. 

35 [0016] According to this MIC method, the racemic mixture, the S enantiomer and the R enantiomer of 3-(3-indolyl)- 
butanoic acid obtained in Examples 1, 2 and 3 respectively were each dissolved in 4% methyl alcohol, and these 
solutions were each mixed with an equal amount of a double-strength PCG liquid medium [bactopeptone (1 Og/litre) + 
casamino acid (1 g/litre) + glucose (1 0g/litre)] such that the concentrations (in uxj/ml) of the racemic mixture, the S 
enantiomer and the R enantiomer would be as given in Table 1 . The liquid medium thus prepared was filtered through 

40 a membrane of pore size 0.22ujti to reduce the bacteria count, thereby providing a test medium. Separately, Ralstonia 
solanacearum strain 1 bacteria were preliminarily cultivated using a PCG liquid medium and, after they were collected, 
a bacterial suspension of 5 x 10 5 cell/ml was obtained in physiological brine. This bacterial suspension (60uJ) was 
inoculated to 3ml of the aforementioned test medium and stirred for cultivation at 30°C for 24 hours. The growth of 
Ralstonia solanacearum strain 1 bacteria was measured by using as the indicator the turbidity of this culture liquid at 

45 600nm. Since the turbidity of the culture liquid would be the same as that of an uninoculated culture liquid if the growth 
of Ralstonia solanacearum strain 1 bacteria were completely inhibited by the racemate, or S or R enantiomer, the 
concentration of the racemate, or the S or R enantiomer that afforded a culture of the same turbidity as an uninoculated 
culture was defined as the MIC. 

so Table 1 



Concentration (|ug/ml) 


0 


0.5 


1.0 


2.5 


5 


10 


25 


Growth 


Racemate 


+ 


+ 


+ 












S enantiomer 


+ 


+ 














R enantiomer 


+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 
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Table 1 (continued) 



Concentration dug/ml) 


0 


0.5 


1.0 


2.5 


5 


10 


25 


In Table 1: 
















+: Growth observed 
















-: Growth inhibited 

















[0017] Table 1 shows that the MIC of 3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid against Ralstonia solanacearum strain 1 is about 
1 0|LLg/ml in the case of the R enantiomer and about 2.5|ag/ml in the case of the racemic mixture, but that it is only about 
1 .Ojng/ml in the case of the S enantiomer. This means that the use of (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid or its salts as 
antibacterial agents is far more effective in inhibiting the growth of Ralstonia solanacearum and hence in dependably 
and selectively suppressing bacterial wilt without causing significant ill effects, even when used at relatively lower 
concentrations. 



Claims 



1. An antibacterial composition with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum, the active component of said compo- 
sition comprising (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown in Formula 1 given below, or a salt thereof: 




2. The antibacterial composition of claim 1 wherein said (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown in Formula 1 is obtain- 
able by a process comprising the following steps: a first step wherein a condensation product of Meldrum's acid 
and acetaldehyde is caused to undergo an addition reaction with indole to obtain a reaction product, a second 
step wherein said reaction product is dissolved in a mixture of pyridine and alcohol, copper is added thereto and 
a decarboxylation reaction is effected by heating under reflux, to obtain a racemic mixture of esters of 3-(3-indolyl)- 
butanoic acid, and a third step wherein the esters obtained in said second step are subjected to an enzymatic 
resolution using a lipase which is capable of selectively hydrolysing esters of (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid con- 
tained in said racemic mixture of esters obtained in said second step, to afford (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid 
substantially as a single enantiomer. 

3. An antibacterial composition with activity against Ralstonia solanacearum, the active component of said compo- 
sition comprising (S)-3-(3-indolyl)-butanoic acid shown in Formula 1 or a salt thereof: 
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